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The STAR Awards Program, co-sponsored by NSTA and the 
American Gas Association, is designed to identify and 
recognize outstanding achievements in science education 
from preschool through elementary, secondary, and collegiate levels. 
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INTRODUCTION 



The NSTA STAR Awards for achievement in science teaching were reactivated 
in 1968 after a 7-year period of inactivity. The 1969 awards were co-sponsored and 
financially supported by the American Gas Association. The STAR program seeks to 
identify and recognize outstanding achievements in science education from preschool 
through college level. Specifically its purpose is to encourage the development of creative 
ideas, techniques, and materials that will increase the effectiveness of science education. 
Some goals related to this are: 

1. To raise the general level of scientific literacy among the total population. 

2. To influence more young people to consider careers in science, engineering, 
science teaching, and other related fields. 

3. To assist students to develop understanding and functional control of basic 
concepts and principles from the scientific disciplines. 

4. To provide opportunities and guidance for students to have practice and gain 
skill in using processes of scientific inquiry and to develop habits of creative 
thinking. 

In addition to widely reporting these science teaching innovations through publi- 
cation, the program recognizes the winners as follows: 

Substantial cash awards 

Bronze medallions of recognition 

Personal introduction at annual convention 

The STAR program is another effort of the Board of Directors to increase oppor- 
tunities for participation in activities of the Association and to increase the prestige level 
of teachers and the profession. 

Entry forms for the STAR Program can be obtained by writing to the NSTA 
Executive Secretary, 1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. Forms are 
available in the early fall for the following year’s awards. 
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☆ FIRST GRAND AWARD ☆ 



The Biological Science 
Enrichment Course for 
Elementary School Children 

ROBERT L GANTERT 

Nathan Hale High School 
Seattle, Washington 



The following report includes an 
incomplete summary of course content 
for both five four-hour classroom sessions 
as well as five four-hour field trips design- 
ed to teach biological science to elemen- 
tary school pupils. This pilot effort re- 
presents the virgin venture of real team 
teaching among high school and elemen- 
tary science teachers on an accelerated 
cyclic planned procedure. The author’s 
great respect for the problems of the 
elementary teacher reached its highest 
peak of admiration upon the completion 
of the six-week study. Without the dedi- 
cated teamwork of the other three 
elementary teachers involved, the final 
outcome would not have been possible. 
Any recognition for this project will most 
certainly be shared with my elementary 
teacher team members. 

For the past two years, the Seattle 
School System has been involved in a 
type of integrated “Continuous Progress” 
procedure designed to more finely deline- 
ate the basic philosophy of the elemen- 
tary and the secondary science curricu- 
lum. To date this pilot experimental 
program has been largely confined to the 
physical and natural sciences because 
flexible scheduling in these areas permits 
changes of high school science personnel. 



Eventually, it is hoped that this integra- 
ted teaching philosophy can be expanded 
to embrace all subject matter fields. The 
author is currently participating in three 
“Continuous Progress” programs simulta- 
neously with his regular biology teaching. 
However, only one of the three programs 
will be described in detail, namely, the 
Biological Science Enrichment Course for 
Elementary Pupils. 

This year the BSE course was con- 
ducted on a 20-hour lecture-demonstra- 
tion, 20-hour field-trip curriculum in two 
weeks of the summer school period. 
There were three of these two-week 
courses and a total of twelve elementary 
schools involved with Nathan Hale High 
School serving as the central supply 
center for this course. At the same time 
the Biological Science Enrichment 
Courses were in progress, a selected group 
of secondary science teachers were con- 
ducting similarly scheduled summer 
school courses in the physical sciences for 
elementary pupils. A type of “Kitchen 
Physics and Chemistry” was being taught 
at several elementary schools. Admittedly 
this type of “shotgun” approach contains 
many loopholes; however, even with its 
errors the plan has created an awakened 
interest among the elementary teacher 
and pupils of all grade levels. The tremen- 



dous enrollments this summer in these 
no-credit courses suggest that we are on 
the right track. 

Before any scheduling for these sum- 
mer science enrichment courses were or- 
ganized and held, it was necessary to first 
enlist the support and interest of the 
elementary teaching personnel. This inter- 
est was stimulated through special in- 
service courses taught by the high school 
science teachers who formed the initial 
staff for the “Continuous Progress” pro- 
grams. The author, for example, taught 
several twelve-hour evening courses for a 
limited number of elementary teachers at 
the local Woodland Park Zoo. The course, 
“How to Know Your Zoo,” utilized the 
zoological staff as well as the living 
animals at the zoo in a new “Living 
Experience Approach.” An interesting 
and practical lecture was given by a 
trained zookeeper. Without the sincere 
practical knowledge of these dedicated 
zookeepers the course would have fallen 
flat on its face. 

The next step in preparation for the 
Biological Science Enrichment Program 
was to schedule a series of lecture- 
demonstrations in the elementary schools 
in which the rotating zoo at Nathan Hale 
High School could be fully introduced 
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